
., Boon as th. commlttee ta through wlth It. A -

q -Now. !f rou will Just tak* that plece of paper

,'iaridtng vnper *. wltnessV wlll you kindly look

',.'". aaa what the comprny admitted lt* own per-

jonsl property to be? A.-There ls no neresslty of

fteing lt at all.
q. -I want you to make some flgure* on lt. A

fgera t* no aeeeaatty of dolng it at all.

^. It 1*n't a question of necesslty; It ls a q.ies-
..-n of ge-ttlng this matter Btralghter.ed out? A
.. H rlght there.
n No. no. I em golng to have you do some

auhtt-actlon llgkt here. and see If we cnn agree on

s-,m-'thing. Now. put down there the personal
Pixrperty. I wlll read lt to you, or you ofltn read lt
LUBlBflf Arv you able to wrlte'' A V-s, I am

aBBj to wrlte and rend ar.d flgure.
o_l thougbt you were. A.But you have lt

r:s-ht here wlthout me dolng It.

y .Wlll you kindly do it? A .No. slr.
n _I wtll r'-1? >'c'-1 tb\a question. then I suppose

- have no Inqulr.l'or'.al power to compel you to

*-ri.e lf J*ea dor.'t want to. I ask you to tnke the
al property return which l show yea there.

,, .; fO.OW th.se tlgurest Mr. Il.--.nitt ond, take
-B-r. Take the personal property Item. $'.7.-

;<"., deduct from that statement of lndebted-
ress here. loans and accounts payable. $12._
Kew deductlng the debt* from the BBOOtB. what

d.-> you fljett Can you tell me? A.You hnve got-
Q .Have you flgured lt? A.I have not.

q .And you don't care to flgure lt? A.-I hav*

tpM you 1 won't tlguro it.

q_You won't? A .I won't fi-rure lt on that. If
I wanied to, I could flgure it very qulck

,,, bj a_ What do you Ilnd thnt makes. Mr.

Hf Hammond-$4.S49.97*-f>.
Mr. Ifeea.Now, vou have also sald thnt there

Bhoald > dedo. ta I from thnt amount Unlted
g.p.a- >¦. irltlee ITii.ooo? a.-y.-*.

H >««-.Tus* deduct that, Mr. JlBmmor.d.
Mr. M-mm"-i(l-It leave* $4.1-0.97*3.'.
Q._Now la there anythlng eise there that should

.^ eef a -Aren't there any otber stoeks

there?
y That ts *H. lan't lt? A .You have here New-

York Bt "aaal Compeny and you haw> h.-re 10

p.r cent of
^,r jinfn .-:i-How many af them are ther."

A-4 *-

\IM OF EXKMPTION.

Mr M0BB.Ara they exempt "* A Yes
¦rotJ know th.-y are" A.-l know they

a-*
q _-in you know the law on the sublect? \

|.rtl] yea
Q..Wh.1 ls the law" A Stnte and I'nited

i i irltles nre exemp*. ...

i

j|r. Moss.1 do not know of any Buch law, bul
| Bfl.50M

Hi Hammond.Thal makes $2,233. _809
q _Are there any other dedactlonfl thal you can

it? A .Ten per cent of the surpl ifl *

q .Ter per cent of fhe surplus-* A Of the sur-

plus earnl'
q._How is that exempt? A .That ls. over 10 per

thfl surplus we tax Ten per cent ls ex¬

empt. and if they huve a surplus of orer M per
tt is taxabie.

Q -Ten per cent is exempt? A .Yes. slr; nnd over

enl is taxabie.
Ml Moss.I don't know of ativ law for that, but

lf that ls the clalm the wltness mak«s, dedu. t
',' . from that.
The Chalrman.Is there anythlng to show there

U l" per cent? A.It 1* rlght there.
.Mr Moss.No. there ls no statement of any sur-

| all Where do you flnd anv st. temr-rt of
irplue? Ten per cent of $7.noo,000 Is slmply
-nt ef the capltal stm-k; that is all A..Thal

¦ht lt is taken as such.
Q De fOU take the capltal BtOCk as a surplus?

A..No. but the surplus earnlnjrs.10 per cent of the
value. Over 10 per cent ls all we» have to

aaaaea, lf there ls any surplus earnlngs.
Q .There Is no statement of anv surplus earn-

BBgfl there at all. A....071.1;4S:*>. the amount of sur-

-arr.lngs.
Q -Well, $700,000 1* not 10 per cent of |".0*l.;jSJS-

BB1 ls not 10 per cent of that anount? A
Aboul that.
g .No A.A llttle more.
g .A difference of $100000. Whatever you flgured

ln wa.« 1" p»-r cent of the capltal. Well, now, let
us assume for a moment that you had a rlght to

n_or a deductlon of 19 per cent on the capltal.
What d>""»s that flseenl
Mr Hammond-One milllon. flve hundred and

faft*->_U*a thouaand, four hundred and twenty*
eifht dollars and nlne cents

«4 .Now. then. allowlng you everythlng that you
talk about ls n milllon and a half. How dld
ladBCti that to $600,000? A.How mueh Is that"

M- Hammond.O^ne milllon, flve hundred and
.hlrty-nlne thouaand. four hundred and twenty-
»ight dollar. and nlne cents

Tba Witness-What basls are you flgurlng on?
g .Oa flgure* jrou hnve given. A -I haven l

gfeea any llgures. Mr Moss. Wliaf ls your gross

capltal there or assets"

QR___ MAKKS THK TXUfT IM D__T.

g Now. Mr Grell. we have *-otae o**ei Ihla :hlnsj
step by s'c-,. and th- flgures have beer. put down
a* you read them Bfl Ikey arere pototed oul Now.
I ask you thls slmple question. After havlng gon*
over thls Bgnratlon wlth vou. and havlng al¬
lowed them fPMA**, whlrh doea not appear to m*

t-i be a proper nllowance. but havlng allowed It.
w. have a milllon and a half. nnd yo i have a.-

etrpted by cor.sent of a valuatlon of $8oo.ooo? A,.
Te* i
Q -Why dld you do It? A -Why dld I do lf

Q..Yea. A .Why, It ls very platn. the flgure* are

Capttal and Btfl l.I stoeks. $15,071,-
' the capltal. |NB,f. lieai *e1
and other aecurltlee, . BM.S0;

J 7.IJPT, BBd assets of ttf.f71.MI
g -Leave* a debl of $i',i-»-i-«> you *a\ ? A..No.

the <-;,

g tU.tBB.Ba1 and tbe debt Sl6.ono.oon-
.. lui 'lon.

nat. thfn. the company was $1.70.1.00**
¦B-OTOfl thlng? A- That 1* true They
had n

g .Wbo made those flfurea on that yellow paper"
A -J> t waa ' deputy. That ls a return

*f- wi. ? Mr -;-.':- A -No.
r Mr Taggert? A -Yea.

'.- Mr TBggeri Now lf vou start up there wlth
. . -. aad att-mpt to deduct from lt ti."'*"1-

ot see that you have started on a very
ne compar.y admlts lt*

a| " BO and not $i5.o.0.onn- a-

.his" T*hls i" not my flgurlng at all.
Hl

Q..Thal > Mr r>-ner*a flgurlng? But there ls

BB tt. A-I know. we have

gnaturea.
Q Tou d-.nt sijtn what you don't know anythina

Bl We hav.- ko many we can't know the

Bgurae ln everythlng.
;*<F.I> IT WHEN TOLD TO

Q.-Y^.u m.an to say. then. you have no knowl-

KJCr'' thla matter? A.-Not thls pnrtlcular one.

iWad fOU BUt your slgnature on lt because Mr
Teltn*- had done lt? A t,t eourse. we have to do

lt; et.-odri'| K<-t along otherwlse.
Q.-Lon't vou see now that what I told you ls

tr--.- if you are golng to deduct real -state from

tba valuatlon. vou have got to start wltn a va.ua-

. ... ..mprove* real eat-teJ a -That h*_mit
Q -Ar.d that ls IWJBk-B and not $10,000,000. A

Oh. no lt 1* not $27,000,000.
. thataayoo? A-R«l eetat. and per-

property ._ ^, lte^.

d Y.^i e.tate a/.d personal property. $27,000,000?
m let me tall you the majorlty ot the*e ror-

..-, gret us the true returns

ry llkely not. A.-Tberefore you have the

.

¦

ry don't tell you they have more th.n they

a*aaara-y W** II un<J«rn*»,fc' a-You

». ..w. Mr. Jrlosfl. I dldn't handl. thla
_

.' they mak. any error. they *rr ln their own

A.-Not aeeeeaarUy.
8 Vou havei.t known them to tel you they

Property that they dldn't own? i-J»»«
them to mak. ral.take. and make th. flg-

tre* Urger than they were.
._..¦ . _I

g-Tou h*ve- What c-opany dld hat- A

daa-t know. We have bad lt frequently
g.-Waa lt the Btandard Ol. Compan> ? A I

tor. t know. I dldn't have lt

Mr. Mos.I thlnk Mr II offman awatt to look at

r.ls- A.-Yes. I would llke to have !>

-Paper handed to Mr. Hoffman.)
Q Now. just a few mome.uta. I «^k^_J?"

alout equallxation of real esta.c tre.ore

I calltd your ..tentlon to tlock. » ta IW- and

U no'.ced that on that b.ock the »****££i.m.m. a pretty Urge Increa.e for one b.ock.

A.-Depends on the aectlon. Mr. Mces.

g-Tho second report was for tbe *^*J»
te IT belna __T«tay-*<- Church st.. I*rk 1-*-

an 1 Murray-st., and 1 want you to notlce that on
that block there is abeolutely no Increaae whatever,
except ln one .-ase, when $15.0B0 ls sdded for an lm-
proved bulldlng. A.The netghborhood may not
have warranted lt
Q-But th* block on which $1.0&5,000 was added

waa lneluded by Barclay-st Park I'lace. Broad¬
way. ."ollege Plaee an.l Murray-st.. and we have
already seen that the Broadway front dldn't have
much of nn lncrease; thls block which Is not In¬
creased at all Is Park Place. Church-st Barcay-
st.. Murray-st., JiiBt the next block? A -Ther-
mlght not have he.-n any Improvements there. Rrob-
ably the next blo.l;, tbere w*re new bulldlnga there.
y..But. slr, on the flrst sectlon there Ii not an

Improvement lt ls all there, every addltlon ia put
for the purpose of equnllxatlon? A.But thls here
Is only a memorandum. That ls not a r*'*omm*nda-
tlon. Mr. Moss.
Mr Hoffman Juat one moment. Mr Moss, thls

Btatemont I* VSTjr plaln of explanstlon. I thlnk. lf
yoa read from thls down. you will flnd probably
that you have lneluded ln the $27.noo.i "0 property
that Is oajtslde of <he Btata Of New-York.
Mr Moss.No. I know Just what you are taklng

Mr Hoffman. "Re:,i eatate 1n other 1
and forelgn eouutrtea " Wa ar.- not tnlhlng

-"ate at all.
Mr itoffman.But the statement goes on. Mr.

Moss, to descrlbe what real estate nn.l what per-
sona'. property ln the Stt.ve of New York. and It
shows $1.1.000.000 In plnee of l_7.ooo.na": an.l I'nen. de-
ducttng from tbat, why, lt wouid make the atate-
ni-nt
Mr Moaa i (]0 ,lf>! ,,,.. ||
Mr Hoffman.1 wtab you a I read it. or

g'.\.. i' to m* an.l I will read It.
Mi Mo.a i cannot mak" Ii out.

MR raiTNKH BXPLAINfl
Mr Feltner I>| me see ir. i? yoa pleaae I thlnk

I can tell you what 1i ls. iThe paper I* headed M
Mr. Feltner.) It has been taken on 'he ba*1s Of
capltal ar.d surplus. In Bcoordance wlth the rullr.g
of the Fourl of Appenls Tha four; of Appenls
hold* that you mtlst take it on ihe basl* of c*plta!
and surplus. an.i here la 17,000,000 capltal an.i tl ..

(<on ot surplus. and, maklng the legal deductlOOB of
the assessed value or" re;,', eatate, tbe Btocka whi.ii
tbey hold and ie per cent wouU mak. II
Mr Hoffman- Wou'1 you read that statement

there?
Mr FettBer.But ttiat do.-s no' make much d!f-

' rei .-. when we tak.- It on tba ba*<'s of capltal
;.r.d surplus. as th.- <"o>irt of Ar.penl* re.pilrea.
Mr Wllaon.Then the capltal and surplus to-

r ii- r make .«1.". Q00.0007
Mr FeitIM r V.-s. M.VooO.iKX)
Mr Moaa Bnt, you -.e.-, you ftgur.- on tln real

estate, whleh has already been tax.-d.
Mr Feltner.But you must do that under the

law. You ar<- glvlng the ValltattOU of capltal ar.d
UB,

Mr Moaa Well. I am very glad to have tr.

partm-^nt put Us explanatlon on th.- re .'1 1 have
been trylng v,-ry hard lo ge- Mr. Orell to d II and
if Mr Feltner haa got lt satlsfa.-tory tu himself,
u hy lt satisfles me.
The W.tness-1 told yoi that before, Mr. Mo*.

but ) ui WOUld I.,.: take those figur.-* tiier,-. I» la
r.ot my fault: lt Is your fault.
y.Now, you notlce that ln the n*xr block, Mr.

Grell, aurrounded by bulkneada, Murray-st., War-
n-Bl there is an addlllon of

IUB3.0U0, wblcb ls placed on three plota and
ther plot ln the whole I1.*. Thaf.

bi «.-, .* it appeara Now. it i> verj apparent, Mi
Orell.and that ls ihe condltlon of all these report*
.thal ln smhe blocka there i* no Increaae In Other

very heavy Increaees In some
li! k- a feu portlona are Increased. and no Othera,
aml the -. .. is alwaya for e.iuallza^tion. No».
lsn't lt perfectlv clear, Mr. iirell, that the da]
have tned tO take the amount thal was neci
to (>e added to thelr aectlona and divlde lt up among

as best the) couMi A..Repeut that
«4' f-St lOI

WILL NOT ADMIT IT

Q.lsn't II perfectly <iear rhai tha deputlea have
taken ihe amount that seemed to be necei
add for Thelr aectlona. and dlvided 11 up among
th. houaefl as best they could? A..Nol n*cee-
aarlly; no. Blr.

y. Well. what doea 1; look like to you A

Well you aee, some properr> prol atand
h raiae m its capaclty. where othera could nol
Ther- la a vast dlfference in property, Mr .\, BB

v.her. vou come to the ralse of pruperf.
u .I show you two mir« of theae It ls pretty

> rd to explaln them, I know, but l want to giw
vou the chance if vou can do lt. I show you thi*
!. k Chureh-St., keude-st., L>uati<--Kt and Broad-
wu- Th.-r- ls a nlce, Importan: block, Isn t lf
A .But Mr. Moss. you cannot take tbat flgure
th. i« (Indlcatlng the jiapen as the record.
y .You may refer to vour record in any way you

please A .Well, It doesn t say that that l* the
tbe record dosen't suy that they are car-

r.ed 6ver, a« they stand here dndlcatlngi. '.
u memorandum.
y..The record is here These are the flgures of

your deputy (Indlcatlng) There, you *.-.- No. 102
imane-bt. was Increased lu':1, per cent. No. im
Duane-sl was In.-reased ih«- same ratlo; N
Duane-ai was Increaaed Dl per cent: No '.<s 1
s- w.i- Increased _;.*. 1-S pei rent; N«. 88 Dua
bu ncreaeed 7s per ceni But you gei
Broadwav Nn :io_ Broadway, the corner w.i>

Increased only i'-'1. p»r cent, whlle No. 301 Broad¬
way, n.-xt door was ll :¦ 10 per cent; No
*_«.>_ Stl p*- rent No. '_.!«.. 0« *-'-:< per cent NO 287,
6. :i-i:i per ceni Noa LW and 280 Broadway. on |
.j.", per cent. anJ tbe next ,-irner. No -"'l Broad
nv only l" per ceni Now, tbere you ba
Broadway cornera Increaaed respe, vel) lo n-'-o

- cent, whlle a bulldlng down In Duaue-et..
two of them waa Increased l'tf pei cent and you
have no ldea bow that ls done" A -Tha; la a dep-

dutj Mr Moss I haven't any Ide,, wb] ba
done lt 1 don'1 know the reason he done lt.
y-Then on block lt; not block 18- that should be

No Ifil to IM Reade-et., Br.ia.iwa>. Lmane, l-.im.
P< There w-e have Nos 62 and M Diane-st., In-

100 per r-iit; Nos 66 and 6h Duane-Bt . ln-
r-reased Bl per *nt No, Bl Pearl-st.. Increaaed 42

ent; No. MB Fearl-st.. Increased 19. per rent.
ll and .'47 l'earl-st Increased C:'. pt-r cent; NO

H Erta-et., Increased only b> per cent.

PEITNER OROW1 IMPATIKNT.

Mr Feltner.1 wouid like to have some arratige-
menl made to facllltate thls matter Here ure

flfteen deputles waltlng four or flve days
Mr Moaa- Not four or flve davs Nuw. don t let

us have any discusslon. Tell me wh>. tbe deputlea
nre who are her*.
Ml Feltner -S.-veral In the Borough of Manhat-

the Borough of Hrooklyn.
Mr Moas Who in "he Borough of Manhattan

re some we can't get wlthout suh-

Mr Feltner-About elght or nlne ln the Borough
of Manhattan. There ur.- thre,- ln tbe Mor*,ugh of
The Hr >:.x three In the Borough <>f Brooklyn nnd
three ln the Boroogh of Qiwena
Mr Moss.Who ls- here from The Bronx? A..Mr

Ford Mr Kelly Mr .'unnlngham-four from The
Broi x Why this wlll tak,- until the ist of Jn |
Mr Moaa.1« Mlehael Kyan here"
Mr Kei'ner-Yes.
>[r j_oss.Well, let Mr. Ryan remaln I* Mr.

Gardner here*?
Mr Feltner Yes
Mr Moaa Lel -ir. Gardner remaln Is Mr

re?
Mr Feltner-1 es

Mr Moaa.Let Mr. Blumers stay. Ts Mr t Ihleln
b.-r. "

Mr Mo'ss''l.'-r Mr Flhleln Btay Is Mr r.reenfleld

Mr F< Itner.No; he was not subpo-naed He wlll
for you lf lt ls important

|I, Ifoea ll Mr onnol'v here*'

Mi M*oBB-Where la Mr OooaoOy'
\\r y- Itner.Out ln the hal,.
Mi Mobb I- Mr. craigtn here?

Mr M_^_rT<Bieeman? Is Mr Larfcta here"

5Ji: M^-wJiraah Mr Ryan. Mr Blumers, Mr

rihlelr, Slr Oreenfleld and Mr Larkln to remaln
and tbe othera return here ln the mornlng. and It

"MV,,F.i:ne!i*,Mr Mosa ean*t you arrange for four

orflveof theae to ba bera to-morrow and

^vV^Moss-I^^-""!!)- do tha: now If I can

JSd v,,u wor 1 after we g. t through thls afternoon

1 v;:r;:!;:::. tveu. aii ngbi.
3. _fo__ I van; to srrange as well bb I can.
Mr. Mosa-1 w-»* V h^r^ too You

£_£ M:r f"'"-. yoo know all abou, rhls D.

"".:.' _t2t«e_-Too know It wlll take us tlm* to do
._.__£.____ ha e it reailv by the lot of July.th*T;eW'V"h.-;.ym^A;i of *h- -P- tho.e r»-

Q u"f,l,lrMra'aS' yow mav b* excu.ed untll^rroT_Sr_i5! wbe_ you wlll hav the rest of

"# ^gSffiS-I wouid Mbe to hav* you make a

"W'^^iB^r^uantnBha- -*.?

Mr M'o_^Mr.**Cunnlngham wlll walt; Cralgln

anJ iHi1';rrr^lnrtMr!:fiTe^o|,'rapher. vou mark tbnt
lnMervldi'n-"now a-' i ^ .»« '^,r «*» "< "

'TwkHw Of rhe yellow paper. and the

WMr' 'tr^. I wlll hrlng you a copv to-morrow

m'orr.lug_
pffOM GBOCERI_i TU TAXATION.

MR B-trMF*** B3__AIX1 HU RAI'.F QCAt_-
mcATioNi roR TAurnM rkai. mtatk

Mr Mo- Mr ¦.»___ *ttp rorwor('- Plpase

^r1U1Moss-ArTyou*r°lSepu.v T.x CM____OBSr1

A.7Iy*ou are one of ihe aentlemen who go around
a i_,.w «t t.ronertv and estlmat- Ita "1'ie, and

nuf . d-wn on a book. and the flgures you put ln
R2 book are the flgures upon whtch the people
te to.aV A -Accordlng to law.

r_r%nb wa> they «a ba rellevod fjom
the fla-ures whleh \ <>u put down is hy appeallng
!,. ihe I'ornmlaaioner*." A Yea air

y-You^inderstand that to be the law* A -Tea.

"_-And that l« whai you act unon"' A -Yes. slr
q_How long have rou been a r>*puty Tax ( om-

UBloner" A -Slnce Jun* 1W* .

my -How dld you get app<.»nled;A -I waa notlfled
br the I'hlef of the Board of Taxes and Aasess-

"y_What were J ou notlfled? A.-That I waa ap-

polnted a* a Deputy Tax Cornmlssloner on June t
g -You made applicatlon. dld you not? A.t'n-

donbtedly.
g..How and when? A.-I went to the Clvll PJar-

\ i. e Hoard.
Q.. bld you go to anv one else? A.No.
g..Who recotnmended }-ou? A.No one.
g -Nonody a' all? A -Nn.
g.You had no re^ommendatlon* on your ~lvll

S-rvlce paper«- A.-l have tour ordlnary store-
keepers.
W And you pas«ed on exnmlnatlon. dld you"

A -I dld. slr.
g. -Do you rememb.r what ratlng you had on

the examinatlon- A .I do not. Klther 76 or 7$. I
belleve. i don't know the pereentage.
g.Seventv-slx or 71. vou -av? A .And a frac-

tlon
g..St-ventv-etght I flnd on th» officlal document.

g What buslness were you ln when you w»r*

appolnted? A..Dellcaclea, fancy irocertea and
hardwar.-
g.a deNcat*.*en atore? A .No; whoie.aie.
g -V.'l.ere- a At *he foot of Kast Thirt;. -flf' h-et
g.-H..w long dld you k-.p -hat s;..re" A.- Jt was

not a store; it vty« a eoncera I was int-Tested ln,
wlth three other brother*. alnce 117.;
g Then that wholeeale rrro rj or dellcaey busl¬

ness baa been jrour buslnes. iln. 187B? A I
Mr.

HAD ItCAL EPTATR _XP_-I-KC_.
Q Here you ver been ln the renl estate bt.sl-

Blong V-. r own pr..p-
erty t.h.-re aai 1 wns ag.-nt for ---fne real rtrtaia in
the m>-an tlme
g If you hnd a large wholerale buslness

what tlme dld vou have tO r»e agent for
v > Mme 1 took. belng concerned

ln the buatneea,
g.-\\hat lnt.r.st dld you have in the BToeer*

bu-ine.sv A..i'eflnlteiy stal.-o. four brothera to¬
gether
Q..You papera lhat you are a

aaleainan? A rtalearoan In tba grocry bUBlnefle;
fanrj ^:oceriia ¦.;: |. ..

W V\ :-.} dldn't you tell th.- Commlsstor
Clrll S«-rv ice lhat jo-i v. . -¦ ¦« n»-r :u fhe

A ar:. : -.' »| al you ma) aa] law-
fully, to thla
y -\ ¦.. w.nt ir.ro the civii

Her ii , > -ar: \n~- OWB< r i.t ll
A No
g -You were slmply a salesman there" A Yes.

sh*.
.^

'

/ c .¦- tn. to undera'.and jrou had three
l.rothers wlth ri ln tiie buatn*e.; thal you and
your three brothera owned the i.usineis. A. I
si.i.i I was with thr**. of my brother* there in the
bualn«*M. Am. thej are BOW ln there.

-. r. BOW In there" A V".
V A-ii vou «.-< ther» only a- a s.V «msn

\ Te*q..w'en oe u BohtryT A-My oldest
brother waa owner of th* bu.lne.fl
y w. i- rou on . aalary? A .Y-sa, slr.
g-Ate! thal a -ndltlon frm.-i .-

U Ulnl aalarj are vou receivlng as a Deputy
''ommt'slotier- A $1,700.
W 11 ¦'.>' A Ves
g- Wbereabouta ar.- rou a»«e«stng? A-Tne

IVth Dlflti f th. ti ig of U leenn
y Boi ugh if gueens what tnetrtcl la tha..

A Newtown
.; When .1 you flre? A -Flrat-ere. M....-

\i Whal -xp- rlence have you ever had tn ...
County real eetat* matt«TB? A.-I was ov.-r tbera

areek for the tai *ars

.j l.jina whal" A Balesman
w As a aalesman, you nd.ratood the vn.ue o^

meat. nnd canned ku-..Iv of roure.? A-An.l or

real eatate. to
q..And of real I '¦'¦ I *"¦''' over

Al. i' re»! ratat. .lid you sell ln -.,
A ai ra< Btlon two ple *. ln Tnroop-

W I- tbat ln gueens County' A-That I* In

g.-That ls ln Hrooklyn- A.-Y*s. but not so far
from the Mon.-igh of Queens.
W-Aii wh.u *lae? A -HaraburaT-a*-fl
w That I* In Hrooklyn" A.-Ye-, vi- cloae to

the Clty litle tllOllgh._
y H;.- to tbe Rorough of gueens, ls

g _\\ ,'.id you sell" A.Nothlng.
Q..When tli_ you aell Throop-aT. ? A .A num¬

ber of ye.rs ago
vj-.ioo.i many yeara ago? A .I can t remember
g- Ten yeara ago? a I guess so; aimost_
Q.When dld you sell II uai ur-- iv. ? A bix or

Beven. or a llttle whlle thereaft-r.
(j _Hlx or se. en years ago.' A.It mav have

!,. .:, h >ear or two after.
THAT ENDa.) HIS BXPBRI-KCK

Q-What other experien.-e dld you hnve ir. real
I, tb. Borough of Queen.? A-Well. not
M. that I can remember ln the Hurouah Ot

y IHd you IncreaB© the asseBsments In NOW-
t^wn" A - Y«e.
u How mi.L-h? A..B
u How m.i'h" A-I am unable to aai
u The average IticreaHe f..r tn.- ti -'

gu-etis a .-ordlng to the publlahed Btat.m.
tht* Departraeat, wa* guite larg. w.re your in-
creaaefl up to the average? A..About.
q .How dld you kaow that you bad ?o !nT*ense

lt? A..Why, the charter ls plain on thar aubject.
Q..Doea the charter say you muat lncrease" A.

.Why. no.

U .What does th. charter aay? A .The cliarter

prescrlbes to asseas a plere of proper-- «

would un.ler ordlnary circumstanees aell fur.

Q..Whal laatr reeehre about In-
rreaslng fhe values* A -Mv lnBtruettOBfl fl

from t

v Dld vou niMteretand, aocerdlaa to the tesM-

mony of Mr Creii a llttle wl.Me bk.» thal Queena
imeatfl were up t-. st.out tha I. per cent

llmit and soiti.tim.-s OT.r? A .I dld not bear nll
of .Mr Qrell's te*
g .Well. that 1- what he testlfled to. Does that

agre.. wlth your experlence? A .Not .Btlrely 1:

my illstrlrt.
Q..He ls speaking about nast tln.es: not. of

course. of the present tlme. but Ihe past tlme
B**h.i do you know about ti^ prrrloafl aaetbod of
uss.-ssluir property tn that borough? Was lf up to
the 10U per cent llmlt In 1.8" A..Oh BOWher. near

g .It wns BOt? How do you know that" A

Welt I found the records of selling prov.-d 'ha-

g.And dld you try to brlng It up to tbe 100 per
cent llmlt" A .I dor.'t und.rstand you by the 100

per cent llmlt. I took the charter nnd fl.-.e^^ed ||
for what lf would sell for under ..r.llnnry Ctrrun-
Sf.lt.c^s.

COMTRAOICTal HIMSF.r.F.
g .Mr IV.'.ner teatlfle,! thnt the Intentlon was

to assess Bl about TT. per cent of the recorded sal-s
Did you recelve any such Inetrurtioni ns thn''*
A No. str
g .Dld you assess n* ¦ per eent of (he r»

Bales? A N
g.You dld nof" A- No. rlr.
g You aaa».*aed Bt the full recorded sales" '

I don't Bay, whut you call a full. 1 n*ses«e.i ac-

cordlng aa tha rharter preeerlbaa whal it would
nnder ordlnary <ir -imstances s>>n f.,r
g .Do you know whether or not It hns been a

cusfom In the pnsf to assess property nf less M.aii
its full value.' A .I do not. slr.
y H.-ive you ever IkOUght thet lf was a proper

thlng to assess property al l**aa ihnn Its
A .I dld not thlnk I hnd nny rlght to thlnk I
had a rlght to follow the charter as to Instn;
g .But have you evet thouaht It a proper thlng

to assesa property at less thnn Its actaai value*
*lr; I have not

Q..And you hnve aerer done so* A.No, slr.
g..I want to r.-ad your BBBWer to that ijues'lon

ln th--* <'.-.: - eaanfllnatton The queatlon
was "As a rule ih<- aanraaad value of r.-al
is confllderabt* lower thaa its market value in
your oplnlon ls there anv sound reason for thn
value If so. wha:?" Your answer waa: "Ta%

_, As two pcepertlea alike, owned bj tw.>
different men or owners. wlll hard). l.rlni; lb.
returaa of reat, a.» win hardly be kept in good
ord.r for fhe sam.- nioney. therefore, not l» inar
able to exac.ly flnd thls. there |* a aound l
for keeptr.g below the actual value so as not to

injure the man that has not the eaeeuthra fl »

te awaage bla property.-" Waa that >o-ir answer.
A..I belleve so

g.And wus thal the way you though' Bl ll
tlm-" A At thal llme. yea.
g.-Do >o;i thlnk so stlll? A.Not en*

THIS CHANOED BII MINT.

g W_al lia^ banged y^ur oplnlon? A My K.w
ratlng in 'he .-xamlnatlon.
g .Your low ratlng in the examinatlon, Whlch

araa Tl A
g I'pon th.s c ter, lt waa Tl Tl on thi*

generul paper A .All rlght.
g You w.-re -i get un per cent In

your artthnMtlc, ..nd thut paii-.i you ap You arere
uIho aak.-d thls queatlon: The owner of a b04ja.
compl.ln* :nut tr..- .ia»--sm»nt ls too nign Th-

you for lnre.tlgai.on. A«suming
racta as you pieaae, wn ¦ a report to the

prealdei Tux ..ommi«si»ners. stjiint: full)
-ii!" of your Inv.
"To th. Hon "¦

1. Feltner Preald Tnx Board. I'ear fllr-
As dlrected bj your b Board, on Aprll ..

1BM 1 have Mtamlned 'he roraplalat of John
_*nt «.' Mr. John Do*. of Ne

b| New-York -aad tind ufter due dll .

he i- i. it *ntltl«*d to anj reductlon In bla
ment sai.l Mr Joln. Doi beelng ln mv »*tln.
no4 s'tated tn.i truth ln :li- flarur.- of th.
hls rents th.it he coll.cta on the »ar:.-

the value of hl* laproremrnt." T_al ¦
answer lo thal qumUob, *.<s It? a I ie-i..-ve m>

ij Now your r.i'ing iiajti tbe K'neral pui*.- was
72 bj ,.-ie Vi.im!n«r R by the other aad :h. ...-r-

uat>- WM 71 Vu;.r ratlng for wrltiriK by u t

amlner was BT. Your ratln* for ex|>er1ence
examlner wn« K". and lhat t;>, maklng an

average of I ' bad II not t-een for you- |
for.une on that ..rl'hmetle jratwr. ; our p.rc*
would have beer. r4ul:e low A -I don'l thlnk
wa. any aood fortune Ir. thal

Cj lliii It not tieen for your ex tellfl
f . other ta-'k had It not be.- | ,- , Mir < \

i\ vour mirklng would have l^^n verj low
Nea La aaeeaeiBg ihe propem ln your dUtrlct. dld

estate de.iler** A
wl'h own.rs.

U IUd vou cnnsuli wlth »he ow-'f.' *

the ngures c.r..a.-*Hble in fhe lmme.il*-.- n'lghbor-

y ind vou tell Bny owner what you were golng
to assess hlm Btt k -O**. no.

O-TIc

Q Dld you ask nny owner the value of hls prop¬
erty? A-I'ndouhte.lB.
U.-Yoti dld"' A..Yes.
Q..Dld he know what you were asklng It for?

A.I belleve not.
y -Why dldn't he? A.-Because I don't thlnk they

wouid have atated the truth.
y.You went to the owners, bnt you went, not

Btatfng vour real purpose* a Yes, elr.

QUaWflUNRl) IHE oWNKRB
y..You w*nt to the owners and asked them tbe

value of thelr propertv* A.That was all
<W You w-ent to them In what way representlng

youraelf t" ba u real estate speeulator? A.R*pre-
s.-t.ting myself as norhtng Tbea IM not uut the
u'ie*;ion
y Who Instructed > ou tr do It thaf wny? A .

Mv own con.mon aenee.
Tbo Chalrman.What waa your custom? You

went to the r'.H estate owner and n«keil hlm what
h» rafsed his property at* A ln eerj* few cases.

The reconl show*
... Whal record do you mean? A "The Record

anl Oulde." And thev show rn* tr.msfer*
y H>.w many on an average? A One hundred

ln thr,*- months
Mr Moas Whom .11.1 vou report to* You m-.de

weekly reporta, I suppoae: you made weekly n
atmllar to ll . A_,
y Whom dld 'du gUe those reports to? A rhe

'

y v\ bo waa that? A - Mr Bell.
.. l>id vou cme io New-York with those re-

A 1 '-.,1 to com* 10 New -York to <l.i the
e/ork, w. were bo much In arreara ln flxing

books, the map* wera nol ready, I bad
lo rome over rerj often to the New-Yorh oirv-t
y -But vou had a'l offl e ln yueeiis'.' A TtO,

y Who wa* In -harge of tbat* A Mr. Con lon
/_. '. report 1,, Mr t '.md >n A NO. I

was dlrected by the chief te report to the Wew-
Y irk offlce to facllitate mal'. rs for myself
y Dldn't vou have any oonsultatlon witri Mr

Condon the chief of the eSnee? A
q \il,\ ,,.. -r deputlea report to New-

A No,
g fml) yooraetf? A No. there wer,- sev.-r.i

othera. ,__

Yhy waa 'h.-Jf *o In your e;is-» Why weren t

biel of the Queens County
I :: idb were ii"' readj and I had to

ot fourth ,la>. BOmetl._ every
_.-. n* w Bhet t*

._____
Then la *'xlng the values In Queens f ountv.

you dldn't have the advlce r.f tlie

chief oi ihe Queens County olBce? A.- He dldn I
advlae, ao far as l know.

HF. TOOK NO ADVirK.

y Wiu dld advlae you ln flxing values? A.-No

Q In hAW man> eas.-s dl.l v.u .-onsulf wlth ths
ownrrs In the leea >u have leatlfled to. A.-tt
!- pretty hard for me to sa>
y Were th.-re many ' A Not many.
'j ll..: .i dosen A More
Q Ten A Yea ¦

u Why dld you a*e the owners tr. only ten aeea

A-Th-te ... property ln B gOOd many
ejses. »e couldn't flnd 'he ownera _._-,_
y Weren't there more thai tan occupled placea

distrlct you covered? A l"1
___.____¦

. occupled placea ln your distrlct

y-Why dlln't vou aee the owners ln each
If lt was the rlghl thlng io do why

all? A it wouid take me a >''»r '".'.

lt, and I had 10 gel ready bj Ffen

... iv beadauartera over there?

.ou had no consultHflon with r-

^perts ln thal localltj
ln ronti a long whlle wlth r. setali

q! N* i am usk'.ng you whlle you w.

and wt.ile you were M the work of
... foi the purpoae of taaatlon

over from he BorbusE of Manhattan ln whkli
vou attll Mve. dl.l you have .....- eonBultatlon nlth rt-

Borough of Queena
v are nting those va iseal A l was

f"y :"n',:., r mlnd thaf row. Answer the fueatlOO.
¦,;Z, .d~you eononll with? a- Bome people

t ttu-re in Brooklyn.
li -Wh,,* X One or twoS'.-Wbo -one or two ls only one or two-name

them? A -Well, a certatu g- 9 "» ' or""**

fl hut was hls name* A -Hls name was llara-

Wbat ls bls buslness*. A-A real l

Dld vr.. co-asufl wlth hlm* A I don't call lt
aV: mcrely asked hlm what lots were

bnnging ln hls Immediate vl,-tul;y
y ; .my one elee? A -AnJ i

a-i-n* to »,ime of 'I.w
Q-1 '¦¦ tV__?"tA#YbIs thal all tba conaultatlon you bad A i aeneve

HOW HE OOT THK BABIB

.HOW dl.l vou get tbe lasls tot Mtlmatlng
g th- flgures of bb ea.

xre aalea alwaya rellable A If you have
ten sales In an Itnmedlafe nelghborho.nl. 1 am sure

sure bul how many nelghborhoodi have
A lu

all of mlne
B/hera ar.. your t>ooks* (Tbe wi'ness pro-

a have any coneultatlona with Mr. Cpn-
Mr Pow.ll. the ehlef ai Mafof

eena "ounty ofll alues a i nere

y -There la a chief Merk* A A chief elerk, > es
o Well f...w- le: us strlke ln here at random and

bat we rmJ ln your book. TO IM n
lhal rou h.,rfere ls the property of Alloa Bchwarta m-

UO par cent What was

A -In pr nnenta on tbe

.B-|.era does 11 show that* A -In.li .atlng)
Tbere ar- 'he marks 00 thla l.ni.k
Q. Those marks abow the improvements. do

er.- vou sre on an oppo*ite corner; yo have
j*.* -o $1.3 thai for?

?.- with the adjolnlng property.
idjolnlng propertj is rali

\ 'i

w Bul thla property ls rals*,i nlmoat bvi pei
h w does -ha- eq lalhta? A. -1 don't thlnk vou have

aln that.
w. You hjve sall thal It a - to equaltse wllh

tha adjolnlng property, and bave abown yon thai
idjolnlni property was ratsed :«.per cent and

ar place la raln neai ¦ ¦ cent.

A .Assessmenta are n.. rnferlon to go |
y _; I It a Hae the adjolnlng

-.¦. a Bul you base your queotlona on

f -m.-r aaaeaamenta and cosBsaon aenaa aaill tell you
rrner aaaeasmentS are no crlterlon to go by.

y -Cuititnon *en«e wl'l tell you that? A Yes

y-Wha: ar* tbey ln tha book for? A What?
y The former assessments" A 9ort of a g:l,le

I.KANl'.I" HARD ON THB .'HAKTKR

y 1* vo-i cannot go by tbe former assessmer.ts,
-an you go by* A -The chan»r.

.-. -. rou what tha value
-- \ -Prom my ClvU Benrl « .xnmina-

flon. !t ls proven that [ am al
y .It pro\.-« thal you bave paaaed your eaamlna-

tlon; that ls all that lt prov.-s It ,1'<e.« not prove
thal you nre able to aaaeaa A T Servlce
e\ itnlc-rs seemed to thlnk s.i

y Y'our average wa* ti on your axam

papers? A..My percentage was > Mr Moaa
y-I gn apeaklng of your general papers Y.>':

«ny yo-.i on'v talk-i with Mr Hamllton about some

n hls nelghborbood, ani you only talked wlth
ten owners. an.l you are not ln th.

Ba but are Blmply ln the groeery bualneaa
Now, I wo'id like to know where ¦

thla entlre plaee of Newtown and
maklng your as<e«sn:et:t-" A -Ar-ivlng at the

» .' eonatructlon of huiidings.
Q..Have you evei bullder? a Y<-*. sir,

111 our own bulldlnga.
Q..You bave bulll your own fbetory? A -Oh.

n-.: qulte a buibl rx

y-Wha: klnd of a bulldlng* A Hrlek hulldlny.
y -Ftrl^k bUlldblB- When dld you bulld It? A .

ln 183:.
j -Whal Pflrt dld you take ln the bullillng* A-

rock to the covering of

,. Whal dld v.iu do* A .Klgurlng. flnancial

Q Ti.;* l- ane buBdlns m the etty of n*w

How m.'.n> niillilings like *bat dld you value ln the
i. wn of Newtown? A..Oh. there ar.. qulte some

y \ti<w many* A -Oh. ihat Is Imposslbie to

state now.

y -IjuI you le.irn from tha bulldlng of that house

bOW |0 value woo.len bullllngs cottages and thlngs
klnd* A .ITndoubted f.

Q..W1.I klnd of bulldlng have you got? A-
Brlck bulldlng.
y.-lluw large* A Ab'iUt 73 by ~.
... Hon ¦ in) atorles? A Mva
y --Butit ln iw.' Now, vi.u f.-. harauaa

.-man ln n buslness aonad hy jrour eldeet
brother, nn.l lielpe.i hlm ln th* flgurlng on a bulld¬
lng tn tha Ity of New-Tork, ?3 by "». tbat you ara
able to go int»> the Botough af Qoeeaa and value a

bulldlng ther.* A -I do, and tlie results of my as-

st»-sments will sbow lt.

I-lIi IT TO HIS OWN SATISFAi'TIO.V

y knd your ablllty to value the land In the dlf-
r* au 1 the dlff»rent polnts In Newtown

ln r... other way than those tbat v >u have
A Tj my aatlsfactlun

y To your satlsfactlon. Tuii are able to do It

to your aatlafactlon. are you* A-I thlnk I have
:.at was rlght toward the publte.

w NOW whsl anaa lha percentage of Increus*. ir

Newtown. as you made lt* A .I don*t know.
'

y Ha*--. I." fOS Bgured H up* A.-I haven't had
. ,- mn'-h r!m*

w }|,.» many pler*s have you had to examlne*

A Somethlng >-ver twelve thousand
y Twelve thooaand plecea. And the low requires

, Bl eaeh p1*ce* A .I dld. slr

Q You dld In what length of tlm** A Three

months
y-ln three montns vou went over twelve thou¬

sand ple.es and examlned them »nd put a valua-

tlon on for th* purpose of taxatio-i* A Yes. slr.

y -Wlth no other prevh-us experlence except you

were a salrsman ln your brother*s grocery buai-
ness anl helped to flgure on the building. and elght,
nlne or ten years ago. you sold two pleces of prop¬
erty In Brooklyn? A.Well, I have had-
g..Anythlng else" A..Other real estate.
Q.-What real estate? A.~D.ffen.lt sale*
g..What sale*'' A.Before 1 ever went ln th*

Tax Department.
g.-What ».le» A .ln the clty of New-York a*

well a* Brookiyn. .__
g .How many sale* in the clty of New-York

and Brooklyn? A I am not able to state.
g..Anythlng sxpenaive* A Ne.
y .Well. I don't care to pursue Ir. then. Here I

notlce In .Sprague-»t. vou dldn't ralse at all. except
ot.e plece from «00 to $*00 for some Improvement*.
There you are exactly even. Here at Tralns s

Mea low, ls lt? A.- Trulns's Mendow.
nOUR.g <>T"T AN IKCR-A-.,

Q_Yoti de.-r.ased from bpJB- to r.MO What I.
that? A -That ls not a deereaae. The ,,l.l
ors aaaaaeed by nam»-s. and look different pW-.es
aud tbe new system cut it up Into different blocks,
dlff.r-nt p|e.-es. nnd laaenaed those, aad thel
uctuallv an in.-rease ln ls-*.

«,,,...

g There Is now mu.'i Increaee? A..1 don t re-

m.mfi-r how th. y are all lo4 ited Now. thls la Mr.
Trilll's. No. ... .<».. Now. -ee tnnt plece. Work 1.
I...I .17

.V Tell n:e ul.oii' thls ov.-r here on I .**.--
*. You h.-.ve them Increa*ed. I'" lota In.-r.--
»-.".. a whole s'rlna of th-m. V Not all of them;

ilf, Th.- real I left, aceordtflg '

Ilon, ,
g There .-.re «ome Increa*.* from I.hi to *i>. an.l

aome temaloed at 173 and rlghl among th...-- that
i.maine.i al B**i N an Inereaa* r>..m *..> to gwB>:
what l« lhat? A.-A building put on.
u..What is the raaa. ol thoee Im reaaea "tj

Rlker-ave $.'.«. to Bl..w? A Building*
y.-Those nre cech for buHdlnga, are they" A

Bema of tbera are very low accerdilag le locattea
ln each blo.-k _,

'j Then li ¦ gen*ral lacreaa. of $-V lot* to I...
A Well, no; not generaL i :hmk about one-tblrd
all through.
g W .- la thl* larreaa. from J7" to 1300? A

Tn-- .;j aaaeeeor uaed nol lo make any a_itlnctlon
bel«r***n « eerner lot ..r-.l the ethera.
n wi;-. i tb reaai froai ITI I)

ll.»? A .(>fl tiie av-nue"
g Vi-i. on tbe BVenue? A. Mueh moi labk

thaa .nae-.treei lota, ihe oM «*nr"*oi»n-» n«t belng
any crlt.rl in ro go by.

'v rhere la Jual vhera *<¦ k»-' to the point.
Ther.- you have raitous as-ewsmenrs Whi^h I

you, and I suppo*e there ar>- many more
..n Ih. books. some whlch remalned at tb. same
f.Kurew, .0ni- in.-rei.se,i -jr. p.-r neat. Bom. Incf.ised
.... prr .*nl some llltl p-r fl ii.ore than
that, ..'.1 you rby th. oM a--.--m.-rr-. ar. bo n-
t.-rion t.. go bv ni all iboiitrh vou haV* || on your
book What Informatle* expert Informatlon. have
you had tt.ii enable* you, ai a New-Yor_*e *n-

guged ii. the groeery butrinesa to k<> over toQueenfl
.'ountv und do those n*-opl. 1u*«tl'.'' A Th. «n-
«v.er tn :hat. WOUld «;.v would b. Ih. v-rv few

» :-.,- *rer« h.nded In for reductlon.
FEW PROTB-Tf EUCCORDaTD

q Noa do >->'i thlnk thal la a Ir ai iwei
that question? l-*t me *liuw you Buppoalng

B io; arnirar-tl i r al **!"" tblfl
you jump It to I.10; thal i- an lacreaa. of 1100. ln-

IUU per i-n- NOU ii.- o«D*f of th.ir.
Bom. imall person. Ilvlni ut there. p.-rbapa, owns

:"ji\ -' immlMloi
r-.iu.. tha aaaeaam*nt He ha« got to ptepare

Ita, got to bH tratlmony? A No; mukes an
b| pllcatlon for r>-.iu. tlon.

ij 1 und.r.tend. hut enrry lt through He may
he.ve to xet >n:!n,jnv m:..| be repreflented, .itul lf
he au tl il ne galna Ifl *.'-'»'T supposir.g
th* tax r.i . that? A Y-s.
g u :.-.- u. wi ..f >oui ued ln

small amounta you can Increaee peopla We per
cent, 2uu per cent, .h*> p.-r cent. and 11 would not
pay them t go an.l ngnt? a l can but i dldn't.
y lay vuu can. A..Hut 1 didti f.

vv You Increased i'*. per ce>nt ln a number of
^ u.- -.-.- by th. booka And It would not
¦m .,. Ilght. because they WOUld Onlj K'

f'i i'.7 uti ihe hundr.-.i of tazatton? A J >u f.und
tera here, ¦ orner loi and the former as-

-.. dldn't '.'''.nU .. corner loi nn
worth any more than the other
g Do you know v. entlre In roaa. for

g-.ieens County was" a For Queen* County?
y ree, for tl..- Horough of Queena? A 1 -io not.
g I»o V..U know whal 'he p«-rc..ntage of Im-reaae

f..r tiie Borough of Queen* was'" a 1 do i
g I... you know whal 'he perc.nfag* of lt

f..r your <l!stri-f waa? A I have not had tlme to
K>-f -he partlculara.

kj Yo-i don'l know, .'... you? A No slr I know
whal percentage I haee had of appllratlona for re-
ductlon.
g Hav- vou bad any tnatructloni. about the per-

centage ut Increa**? A..No alr
Mr. Moss That wlll do
Mr. Hoffman- Walt, I i.av.- one or two question*

lld\, you had anv appHcatlona made to r.-.H.
ied valuatlon tl.at you have placed upon th-

property? A.Yea. alr.
Q About how many" A I thlnk somewberes

:,ear ;wo hundred out of tweive thouaand <-*»ses

TWO HUNDR-D OIT OF TWKI.VE THOUfAND
y Two hundred OUt of tw.lv. thOUa.Bd? A

g.-What N nec«*aaary ln th. flral Inrtaaca
i.e.-s?.ry ratii-r In th. flr--. Inatance, to

¦: .:.. aaa. --.

valuatlon placed upon property bj a deputy or
''ommissloner t.v u person v bo feela hlmself ug-
grieved; is If by appll.-atlon to the Tax Tommls-
Bton.r? A *Y. have blank forms whlch they flll
OUt.
g.And tend ln to Ihe Tax Conmlaaioner? A

Y**fl slr.
g..That d-.e* no' regulre persons who feel them-

aggrleved 'j go lr'-'" court, doea It? A.-
No. slr
y They have the rlght t.. make the applicatlon,

ln th. flt-at instan.-e, to the Tax Comml..loner? A.
i am qutte aur. pepere publlahed lt

for thre- months. even
g W.-ll. they hav. 'har rlght. to make that ap-

A Yea, slr
y AnJ then tbe Tax ronimlsstoners bave fhe

right to r-ilu-e the usses-imenf lf they de.-m lt
" a l.-i. ?lr. and they have doi.e ao ln

aome ...

Mr Hoffman- That I* all.
Tha Wltnes.-Are you through wlth me. gentle-

mell* .

The Chalrman.You say they have made a re-

i. from your ngure* In aora. caaea? a -Yes.
alr, of '« p.-r cent from th. totata.
The liialru.an-That Is al! .___.'_
.Mr Moss ls Mi Kvai. h.r. Mr MtebB.I Ryan
Mr Hv ,:. I'.-s. slr

OBJECTfl T<) DOING 817318.
DKPUTY CO__IIb_IOK_R BTAN QUBbTIONBD

ON HIH EXAMINATION PAPERi
Mlchael Ryan .--worn. ,__._,«
Mr M-.-^- Ar.- you ¦ Deputy Tax ornml=sloner.

a V*"- Mir
y._Appolnted when" A-I 'hlnk lf was * yeUr

last June.
,, wi.j. were you In wt-.en vou w.-r*

appolnted? a-I wa- « clty aaaeaeor for aboul
fourteen years pre-tous.
o_,-ttv a.sesaor In Brooklyn? A \>-s. sir.
u What wu- your bualneaa befora that? A

I was In 'he cooperage bualneaa for aboul tbiny
yeara, up to two jears ..e-1
The Chalrman ' r-hoi recent. A.

-t?p to about two yrara ago. I guooa frora ]i«2
to two y. ar* ago a^..,.^\.. m -- i*oui percentage on the tvll **." .

examinatlon was 74.40? a i don'l rem.-mi.er. Mr.

Mo"'*A>uBStoreId"from the t-Betal record thal I
bave here*- A it ls only a wondw how we a

q How bo? a Well. ther. was a llttle aa-
cltement there al th- *;nie -t__e*

.... excltement; what wa* tt abou

A-Well there na* ¦ fentleraanpul out of the

place there, ind there waa nre of ui
.. out of the boi

"q-Tdon'l onderetand rou-wbat mtleaaaa waa

out out of the plac. < A On* of the g.ntleman
wbb -waring hl* rxamlnattoi II fli*ei_ed bi

fi.llteii ,.r som.-'1. -' kind.
'u.Y.,- ib talaed durtna the eaemlnatleo. did
he and wa-. put out? A Bo the examlnei
g._Welli weren'l

v . ..'¦ were not.
C Well you were r. gulred to m.ike some afn-

We\\ v-'.ii dW make an affrdBTlt, dldn't you?
* No. slr dld not
Q You dld not" A N s,r

, . . ,
u _Th.-r.. ar- affldavlta attached to your papers I

s.T whi- h rolBled me 1 - - they ar- b .1 your «f-
fldavtta? A. Ne fueea

DID NOT EXPECT IT SO I.IVKI.Y.

(j M0 I .ee Ihev are not They ar»- the affldavlt*
of lohn'c Pltagerald and of John gehlemra. 1AA
that affe.-. vou In anv wav - Why dn vou speak
of if \ Well. II made me a lltl i I. eer*

and never knew anythlng aiiout a < hll
S-rvl'-e examinatlon bef '.

ii \ no-lce that on vcur arlthmitlc paper
you or.lv aot 3.1 per cnl Tb.r. wer- sev.n .-x.im-

p|«a aad vou only attempted tiin-e of them. and
on 'he nrat .x.tmple you are rnarked '. I wtil
uta-.- her- from the record. thaf th. tirst uuea-
tlon was the addlMon of a number of large *uma.
and lt appeara that three ngures in the answer w.-re

incorrecl The answer wa* Incorrect ln the par-
.Icular that three flgures w.-r.- wrong and fhe

examlnera all .w-J ( for th.t answer That belng
an incorrect answer. which was al<-*-ed at 6
th»re were only two other sum* compieted. and .

y, per cent Tbe murklng on th» gen¬
eral i-.t-r Ii "" Th.- markln. on tbe paper of
.,r,v..' alence ls ». nnd M no. for wrltlng It
|. .<, ,- ll aad for prerloua .aperlenea it l*

l|uu ara. b. ' y>ur hav-lng been nn

**.nr for so mi.nv vear* I BUpoaaT A.-I don t
whaf the eaufl. of lt wa-

g _Now. the second exan:p!e wl-l.'h you wer» rO-

Bulred te pertorra waa this 'On property as-

Bt |_.17..i B tax Of -4;.-0«T9 Is levled What la

the fax rate""' Why dld vou not do that* A

I don't know. Probably lt might hav- t>een *he ex¬

cltement There wa* *ome period there that waa

very excltlng
q -Well. how wonld von do thatf Let u* know?

A .Br flaurlng
g .How would you flgure that example? Just

look at lt there i*h<-wlng paper to wltneBS.'* A .

You --an flgure lf. lf you cho- ->'

g No: I ani not golng to do IL 1 am asklng
vou to? A I say I am not golng to You can

flgure lt. If you rhoos*
D..MO, I «rn not I .l.t-'- -¦».eeafl ta flgure It?

\ U -11, I don't chno*e to. elther
q .Tan you do lt* A -Tea, alr.

y Un* would you de ll? By whaf method
would vou do It? I B*k you that. because you dld

i-wrr lt .-n vour <"lvl! *.rV|c»> examinatlon,
and It Is but falr to you te -riv- you the oppor¬

tunity to do lt now. t show that you ar* au-

perlor to th* paper" A -Well. I decllne to do It.
g..You d*c!tne to do lt ? A -Te*.

g-All rlght. then. The fourth que.tlon. whlch

you dld not attempt to do upon your paper, waa

thls: "On a lot of land Exion th*r* ls a hotrw run*

ning back slxty feet. wlth an extenslon l*x*_ What
P',- .ntage of the area of ?h* lot ls rovered by the

houae?" By what m«tho,l wouid you do that?
A.-Well. If I had to do lt. I wouid do It.

y.-How wouid you go to work to ds lt? A .I
deellne to answer ihat. If I had to do lt. I wouM
do lt.
Q -You wouid do It or you wouid get It donef

A -No. slr. I wonl.1 do lt.

y How w.iuld you do lt? A.-I deellne to an¬

swer.

Q-Another <¦ MStBBS was thls. whl-h you dM not
answer Sippose the bSOOB ln tgnaallOS ls 43 fe*t
hlgh. and the extenslon W hMl hlgh. what are the
c-ibi-ai eontenta >.f tbe bulldlng, .n«regar.l»ng spaoo
below the lev.-l .f th.- Btreetr How wouid you go
to work to do that? A l dasMBB
y ; BUBBSoa you .lo n>.» . *r- * >'.o these sumaf

A -No I SOn ' feel i, bit hk. that Jut-t now, I
ean tell you that.
Q And the seventh qUBOtloa was- "The tag

ralse.l on a certaln ple, .¦ of property ts PC1 1*. The
t ,\ rnie l* |i ", Whal i* th- ., ««.**ed value of the

propertv*'" Thaf m.u COOM da Will fSO do It
now? A NO bIi I ar_ flve yoa »n equal ar.awer

to that.
y .There are three.t'nere are four.of the eeven

exampb-e whl.-h you dld not do or attempt to do
an v.ur civll Barolsa < xnrnir.ation, and aa to which
now you do not eare to Indb-ate the method of do¬

lng. a NO; " la too ararsa, and if you chooae I
w.jiil.1 t>e please.l tr. have you do lt.
y WeU, I am not dolng any sums now. A..

Nel'her am I. (l.aught.r
y Wlll vou al*o tell m* why lf was In Question

.: I wl!. -I.- iji..--i.it! I.r-' I'lni :h*> taa

ralaed at i'< an proper' ¦»..-. aad
In glvlng yoor answ.r >.>u plnced ;i .lcimal polnt
in front of evervthlng Why .!I<I v.u do thaf? A..
I slmply put the de, |mnl p ,li.t ln th* wrong placa
y.Bul ycu have two d.-etmal points placed

there? A I pla.-ed the wrong d*. Imal polnt.
y-You are wllllng to explaln that? A.-ThSt

don't cost me any flgurlr.g. and It Is very eaally
done.
y I* ls an effort to flaure Jn hor weather** A..

It Is more than I WSSt, am BOtO, wlth slttlng ln
I daJ

TURNED LOOBB OM HR'ioKI.YN.

Q Whal portlon of the etty of New-York havo
vou been asaeestnc? A -I have t.eeti assessing the
Borough ..f Hrooklyn t',- Twenty-slxth '.'¦

y. ls that the ward you have been a- . .¦¦ *ed
witb* a bave been acqualnted wtth lt rome-
w hal. yes slr
y Oid you rai«.» v.ur as«*ssments? A.Somo.>

rery llttu
y Oid rou decreeee some of them? A .No. X

,j.i. * tbtnk I dM
y .What w_* th* percentage of Increa** In your

distrlct* A. I don'l kr.nw We don't know any-
about the percentage when we levy ar. as-

*-!«»tnerit. We slmpK go and perform th* work
y..I know. but tn..- Commlssloner h.i* fl.. 1

OUl a percentage on the Borougb ...' Hrooklyn. I
want to know lf tbe deputy « -rtaln
distrlct knows the p.-reen'ag. i. ralaed? A -I say
I don't do It ,.n a per,.-' tag<
y.-L)o you kr.ow- what perci :¦ waa r.iised?
A.We are not through: ii" all
y..You don't kr.ow? A 1 say w-ar-not through

wlth rhe work yel
y Ton don'l Kt.ow- Tba* la an answer. A..

W- are not through with the w.,r*

y Whom .1" you report to* A H'.w do you
mean
y..Whom d,. you report your assessmenta to?

A.-I r.-p,.r- them ." '¦. irga, and ho
rep,,rts them .,, N'.-w forl
y -Who was tlie deputy ln rharg** A..Mr.

Howe.1 thlnk.
y..nld you receive any lns'ructions before yoa

w-.-i,t ,,ut io m.ik- aa io what you
wouid do? A
y.Not any b.tr A Wa w>'re invlted to

tbe oflle* in N". w-Tork an.l atmply the hirt*r waa
r.-ai .<. ua .1-. :¦. whal wera, aad that la
all the Inatrurtlooa ara ever
Q Si. thal when you went out you had the fleld

it: your distrlct anttraly to >. iraelf? a -Sure.
y. Not requtred to consult wlth ..njliody? A.-

No, slr.
y Not overlooked by anybody? A.Not over-

looked?
y N.t ;....ked over by urybody? A .My dlstrtctf
Q..Tea A..No, -:r

y.-Yoii consulted wtth no expert ln your dlttrlctf
A.I corsulted with several p-

Q..Who? a Peoph In tha iletrtet
y.Who* a Bulldara
y.How m:mv? A-Several.
y.-Huw many? A. -I'robab:> IfUSB, twer.ty. ST

thlrty.
HE CONSULTED A I.ITTLE.

Q.Tben you dld consult* A.I dld. eertalr.Iy.
Q.And f..r the purpo-, of getttng at the valueaT

A..At th.- value*
y.Anl that dM BOt lead you to Imrease? A-.

No. slr.

y -I>>>1 you to keep thlngs as th- y were* A.I
thought they grara hlgh enough, except ln some

y.There have been very f.-w. very siight ra'.ses
ln the Borough of Hrooklyn? A.-Harn-,. trly ln

Mr Hoffman Mr. Ryan how long have you
been a dty aeeeeoor? a i

y ln tbe eltj ' N-w-York or ln Hrooklyn* A..
!n Hr ..

Q .An i what dhl vou assess there ss s etty a«see-

sor in H oklyn? a i¦¦ _y_
... Beal eal le' a Bi x'iustvely.
Q..Ton appBed by a arrl itlon to he

appolnted a Deputy T.ix < ,.mml«,<b>ner? A .Yea,
sir

Q..When d'.l vi,ii nii-k- .>...* appli-atton? A..
I don't kniw; Just Hl»out th* same time as the
others dld
y.Tou coneldered youraelf an expert on tha

question of the ral ia1 ..:! of real aatats M Hrook¬
lyn? A I .1. n'* eafl myseif an e\,

y You kr.ew tbe va'.u*. Of ? A I dtd.
y .Dld you graduate fr.m any college*' a No.

sir; I giadUUled i- I rr. i-.ar.i

y .And when you went up for your exnmlna-
tlon you did nor succee i ln gettlng as large per-
entage In artthSBOtlC ns other-' A Y. s. «!r. and

,- tell you why that waa
Mi Hoffman donl w ..- . k-.ow why.

FRANK ITIII.KIN swiiitN.

HE HAD BOMB KKPBRIBNCI A3 RKAL EB*
TATE AOKNT ANO IN HITHDINO.

Mr M MB Mr. tihleln.
Frar.k A ITIbMa sv.orn.

Mr Moaa Mr. LMhleta, yoa paassd ths '"'.vl! b*t.
rlce eaamlnattoo wlth a rarr of Tl. a--ordlng to tbo
ofrbial r. enl A Y I
y And you were appolnted when* a 1MB, the

8th of luly, I thlnk.
q Aa i Deputy Tax '"ommNsion*r? A Y*s. alr.
g Y'..-i ara one <.f tbe gtntlemen who goes out,

values the property, puta "n the flg-.ires upon a-htcb
!.... psopM pay? a I
y Whal buslness have yxrt i"*n ln.the real ea-

.,.,. buatneaa? a BulMer and real aM
ij -Wbereabouta? A..In Y'orkvllle and New-

York.
Q..TorkvtHe and New-Y'.-rk* A -Y**. in N*w-

Y"ork: lived in Torfcvttle all mv llfe.
^ How- long buttt? A.Twelve or

( rteen yesrs
Q In a flrm or bv youraelf? A My father and

m y ¦>. .'

Q _\. ii it salary are y, u recrlvtng as !>. , ;'y Tag
fommlssloner* A I
y .You i.-ft a bnabaeaa lo tal H.TOS?

> \;., I bavan'l bulldlng for three ar

low years si-i'-e father
<j Wh.t hifftn been ln* A .I hnvo

baaa in the real eatate Munneea, seiiing and taklng;
charge of propertle*
y Are you selllng ui taklng charge of prop¬

er! tes now? A.No, slr

y Orraa it sll up. bave yon? A Y**

<.i Then I say y,.u have ieft the real es'.ite butl-
t:.s« tn tak.- a BBJat.d posltlon for II.T¦-.* A.-

Yea, slr
y-And you did thal lo better your ondition,

dldn*t you* A
Q y,., m.i- ¦¦!;'' MatlOB fOT thls p. sltlon. I

auppoee? A Tea
y HOW? A -Through tba reguiar rhanrele.
y What regular rhannels* A -Ool the ap-

pllcatlon bbt.ks ln tbe ."vi: Setvi . Oepartment
and went through the examii

y An.l who b k- I you? A Beveyal proml-
rent men In Yorkvi:: .': York-
vllle and people In N< w-York
y What dls'rlct bave you lieen as*"«slng ln?

A In the r.orough of Qjm
y.In the Borough of yueens* flThere do you

llve* a i.tve in New-Tork
Q-Wher«*bouta? A.-N» 327 Eaat Klgthy-

nlnth-st.
Q How long have you llv.,,1 In N.-w-York? A..

All my llfe
A STHANHEH T< > QfJI

Q-I)ld you d-5 anytning te Queena? A -No.
y Dld you do any eollec'ing In yueens? A.-

No
y Old you sell any prSpSffty ln yue.-na*' A..

I have negottated for {iropcrtlra tn yueena.
y Wher,-* A Flushlng and Ast«rla. and dlf-

ferent parts of yueens.
Q.-How many places In the laat three yeara?


